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SUBJECT: Degree Flans of Entering Freshmen at the University of Sooth 

Carolina 

Nature and Scope of the Study : 

Daring orientation in the Sombt and Fall of 1969, a questionnaire pre p ared by 
the farrlrm Council of Education van administered to the Incoming freshmen at 
the University of South Carolina and 270 other Institutions of higher education 
(46 two-year colleges, 183 four-year colleges, and 41 universities). The re- 
sulting ssMry data on entering freshmen Included Information on the entering 
frestaen at the University of rSooth Carolina and weighted normative data based 
on questionnaire results from the 41 participating universities. S imilar data 
mere also available for the freshmen classes of 1966, 1967, and 1968. 

The following is part of a series of reports drawn from analysts of these data. - 
This report focuses on the item In the questionnaire in which the stodent was 
to Indicate the "highest degree planned." The first part of the report 
^■4,- the edwstloD plan a of U.S.C. freshmen and compares them to 

the national university norms. An analysis of replies on the basis of sex is 
also presented. The responses of in-state and 1 out-of-state students are ex- . 
mti&d next, followed by an analysis of responses obtained from both the 
9 op^ tad the Fell Orientation groups. The final data reported conparee the*., 
reaolta of the 1969 survey/ with the su rveys obtained in 1966, 1967, and 1968. 

The report concludes with e ■umnery of observed trends. _ 

It is felt that analysis of there and other data obtained from the questionnaire 
results will be useful to faculty and staff members responsible for setting 
policy relative to curricula!*, admission requirements, cou n se li ng, etc. 

Table'!. 1969 Freshmen Class Data 



HIGHEST DEGREE PLANNED 


DSC PERCENTAGE 


NATIONAL PERCENTAGE 


< 


(N-2658) 




None 


0.3 


0.7 


Associate (or Equivalent) 


6.5 


1.5 


Baccalaureate 


47.0 


37.4 


Masters 


28.0 


35.6 


Fh. D. or Ed. D. 


9.6 


14.1 


Other Post-Baccalaureate 


8.6 


10.8 



f 





A lovur percentage cf freshmen at U.S.C. p l a nne d to do graduate wit t han th e 
nati onal average lor other universities. At the national level, there were 
a ore frtsfasKo planning post-baccalaureate degrees th a n there were at 
p,S.C. These findings are somewhat affected by the cooperatively large per- 
centage of U.S.C. students entering associate degree programs as compared with 
other universities. 

Table 2. Data for Hale and Female Freshnen 



HIGHEST DEGREE PLANNED MALE FBESHMEN FEMALE FRESHMEN 





. use PCX. 


NATIONAL FCT. 


use. PCI. 


NATIONAL PCT. 




1968 


1969 


1958 


1969 


1968 


1969 


1968 


1969 


None 


2.7 


0.1 


2.1 


0.5 


1.9 


0.7 


2.4 


1.0 


Associate 


1.3 


1.4 


1.2 


0.7 


15.3 


14.2 


2.3 


2.7 


Baccalaureate 


42.6 


43.1 


42.6 


43.1 


53.1 


52.9 


49.8 


48.9 


Masters 


28.3 


30.7 


33.7 


35.9 


21.8 


24.1 


33.1 


35.2 


Fh. D. Ed. D. 


12.5 


12.6 


18.5 


18.9 


5.9 


4.9 


7.3 


7.7 


Other Poet-Bacc. 


11.8 


12.1 


15.2 


15.2 


2.1 


3.3 


4.7 


4.6 



COtCOfT : 

1. Male U.S.C. Freshnen students planned to undertake graduate work wore fre- 
quently than did female U.S.C. freshmen students, as is the case at the national 
level. The relative increase in percent planning graduate studies from 1968 to 
1969 was approxl mat b! y the same with males (2.81/ and females (2.5Z). 



2. A relatively high percentage of female freshmen at U.S.C. Indicated the 
associate degree as the highest degree planned; however, the percentage (14.21) 
was less than in 1968 (15.31) and 1967 (18.11). Although the percentage of 
U.S.C. aile fr mill m selecting associate degree progress oas twice that of 
the national percentage, the percentage of U.S.C. female freahmen exceed ed the 
paHtwiAi percentage by e factor of ever five. This large difference reflects 
the fact that the associate degree progress at U.S.C. are designed to give 
occupational training in areas primarily of Interest to female students, e.g. , 
Secretarial Science, Pre-Scliool Education, Te chnic al Nursing, and Commercial 
Science. 



3. Both male and female freahmen at U.S.C. planned to pursue graduate work 
le&a frequently than their national counterparts. Hale freshmen, however, 
were proportionately closer to the national average than warn the females. 
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Table 3. Pete on U.S.C. In-State and Out-of-Siate Freshwen 



HIGHEST DEGREE FLASHED 


USC IH-STATE 


USC OUT-OP-STATE 




1967 


1969 


1967 


1969 




(H-1586) 


(H-1918) 


(»-703) 


06-756) 


Hone 


0.6 


0.3, 


2.6 


0.5 


Associate 


9.7 


7.3 


3.8 


4.5 


Baccalaureate 


48.6 


47.1 


46.7 


46.7 


Masters 


22.3 


26.1 


31.4 


32.9 


Ph. D. or Ed. D. 


8.9 


10.4 


9.0 


7.3 


Other Pcs t-Beccs laureate 
COIfiEHT: 


9.9 


8.8 


6.6 


7.8 



1. Oot-of State entering freshnea planned to pursue graduate studies am fre- 
quently than did in~state fresleen. This was especially noticeable with respect 
to tK* Master's degree. Ho weve r, the trend was less pronounced when viewing the 
entire apectron of graduate stud lea* In fact. In— state students were sow likely 
to be planning doctoral level work. Additionally, it should be noted that the 
percentage of in-state students planning to pursue graduate studies has Increased 
at a w udb faster rate that of ©ut-of state students when coopered with 1967 

data. 



2. there appeared to be a slight reduction in the percentage of out-of-state 
students planning tj obtain Ph. D. or Ed. D. degrees In 1969 coop e r ed to 1967 -• 



... V . 

Table 4. Data on U.S.C. Sun 


• *• 

■er and Fall Orientation Groups, 


- - 

1969 


HIGHEST DEGREE PLASHED 


SUMMER 0BIEHTATI0H 


FALL ORIEHTATIOH 




OH1293) 


0*1365) 


Hone 


0.2 


0.5 


Associate 


i.i - : 


11.7 


Baccalaureate 


50.7 


43.4 


Masters 


29; 2 


26.9 


Ph. D. or Ed. D. 


10.3 . 


8.8 


Other Post-Baccalaureate 


8.4 


8.6 



COMHEHT * 

*he data sacnlngly Indicate that a higher percentage of entering freshnen 
ERJC trending Sonar Orientation planned to do graduate work, However, the School 
— "*f General Studies which offers the associate degree did not participate In the 




Saner Orientation program. This explains both the high percentage of entering 
freeborn who participated in Fall Orientation and planned to obtain only an 
associate degree (11.71) and; correspondingly, the loner percentage who planned 
to do graduate work (44.3Z). Without this associate degree factor, the 
fanner and Fall Orientation groups nosed note cloe el y to parity. 

Table 5. Sneery of Data for the Peat Four Tears 

HIGHEST MCKEE FLASHED DSC PERCENTAGE NATION# JL PERCENTAGE 





1966 

(••2351) 


1967 

09*2289) 


1968 

(19*2333) 


1969 

(N-2658) 


1966 


1967 


1968 


1969 


Moca 


2.8 


1.2 


2.4 


0.3 


3.7 


2.2 


2.3 


0.7 


Associate 


8.5 


7.9 


7.0 


6.5 


2.2 


1.4 


1.6 


M 


Baccalaureate 


53.5 


48.0 


46.9 


47.0 

V 


39,0 


36.6 


37.9 


37.4 


Masters 


19.9 


25.1 


25.6 


28.0 


32.0 


33.7 


33.7 


35.6 


Fh. D. or Ed. D. 


7.0 


8.9 


9.8 


9.6 


12.0 


14.4. 


13.7 


14.1 


Other Post-Bacc. 


8.2 


8.8 


8.2 


6 


11.1 


11.7 


11.8 


10.8 



oottoarr : 

1. The data on freefanen entering U.S.C. in 1969 confined the trends observed in 
previous research notes. 

2. A saaller percentage of U.S.C. freshmen are planning to terminate their formal 
education at the undergraduate level, with the concomitant higher percentage : 
p l an nin g to seek graduate degrees. At the national level the percentages changed 
in the sane direction but to a ouch saaller degree. 



TRENDS: 

1. The percentage of freshmen at U.S.C. planning to do graduate work is less than 
other university freshmen at the national level. 

2. The annual increase in percentage of U.S.C. freshmen planning graduate work 
is rising at a more rapid rate than the increase at the national level. 

3. The percentage of U.S.C. male freshmen planning graduate work is nearly 
twice that of U.S.C. female freshmen. 

4. Although entering U.S.C. freshmen fre* out-of-state planned to pursue 
graduate studies more frequently than did in-state freshmen, the rate of increase 
in freshmen planning graduate studies is greater for in-state students. 

HCTE s It should be pointed out that in all four years the questionnaire was 
administered during freshmen orientation. The responses, therefore, are not 
necessarily indicative of the attitudes held by students after being exposed 
to higher education. 



